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would produce a good effect when Parliament met; and that there
would be time to make changes when he saw how the men behaved
whom he had retained in office.

The Earl of Guilford continued to be Lord Keeper, albeit on suffer-
ance, and James did not even displace the Lord Chamberlain, the Earl
of Arlington, with whom, except for a brief period about the time of the
Treaty of Dover, he had been in antagonism for the whole of his life;
he said (with a magnanimity of which it is difficult to find other ex-
amples) that Arlington was a very old man and that it would be unduly
harsh to deprive him of the short" enjoyment of office that remained to
him.1 Talbot and Jermyn received a sort of compensation for their
disappointment by being made members of a new council which
looked after the interests of the Catholic religion and of its adherents,
the other two members of this council being Lord Arundel of Wardour
and Lord Belasyse.

No sooner had James, two days after his accession, decided to
gratify his people by promising an early election and meeting of Parlia-
ment, than he bethought himself that perhaps Louis would take it
amiss that he had made the promise without previous consultation
with the French Kong. The same day he saw Barrillon and explained
his action in terms hardly becoming one whose ambition it was to be a
great and independent monarch. He said that he had resolved to call a
Parliament to meet in May, and that he had not thought fit to continue
to collect the Customs duties without the promise of a Parliament.
When Parliament met they would either put him in legal possession
of his brother's revenues and he could dissolve them if he found it
convenient, or they would refuse supplies and he would have to find
other expedients.

Many people tell me I have been too hasty in summoning
Parliament; but if I waited longer I should lose all the credit of the
action, I know the English; one must not show them at the start
that one is afraid of them. If I delay I shall give the malcontents
an opening for commencing an agitation in favour of a Parliament
and that would be such a popular cry that they could easily damage
my interests with it.

He added that he was well aware that it would be embarrassing to
Louis if the Parliament took up an attitude hostile to France, but he
would see to it that they did not meddle with foreign politics, and would
dissolve them the moment they showed signs of ill-will,
1 James may, however, have known of Arlington's leanings to the Roman Church.